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Chap ter Twenty–seven

Dennis Jacobsen

Asked to write a letter to be compiled with the expe ri ences of

others, I gave the request a great deal of consid er ation. My

conclu sion is this: if read ing my account might some how help

another over the same depres sion as I faced, caused by a “reli -

gious expe ri ence,” it is worth any crit i cism I might face from

anyone for giving it!

Once I was, perhaps like you are yet, a fully dedi cated and fully

persuaded believer of a fellow ship group which I knew only as

“the Truth” since birth. As such, I thought the system, method,

fellow ship was of Divine, rather than human, origin, and there -

fore “perfect.” You have the testi mo nies of many claim ing it is

and works “perfect;” none dare say it is not your right to know

how, when, and where others believe it has failed completely.  In

this collec tion of compo si tions, you will read of a number of such

times and occur rences. Like others, my account is true and

factual.

Want ing to be “right with GOD” (and man, I  might add!) I

“professed” as a lad of 11, was baptized at 15, was raised in what I 

under stood to be a typi cal devout “believer” life style. Begin ning

college with a burn ing desire to study Aero-Space Engi neer ing

and Dynam ics, “work ers” made me feel with subtle words, ways

and means that I would not obtain approval with either GOD or

them in fulfill ing such ambi tions. I was aware that most “older”

work ers opposed advanced educa tion at the time, and I quickly

became both fear ful and resent ful as a result. As a result of the

conflict, I did poorly in my first expe ri ence with higher educa tion

at college.

Combined pres sures resulted in rapidly increas ing stresses. They

grew from contin ued unex plain able restric tions, rules, and/or

opin ions, frequently incon sis tent, and appar ent igno rance or

blind ness to certain facts by the very ones I loved and trusted the

most, (the “work ers” and my parents.) They were those from



whom I wanted complete approval. I was then and remained for

many years completely “co-depend ent.” I wanted approval from

GOD (embed ded into me as given via both work ers and parents). I 

wanted to pursue engi neer ing and math skills I felt were given to

me by GOD but which I felt were ridi culed and contra dicted as

being given from GOD by a number of work ers. Want ing to apply

myself, do well, and please my parents, I felt a strong conflict

with work ers, some of whom told me I was wast ing my time.

One way which I could safely “grow up” and still expe ri ence

some free doms, as well as obtain day to day subsis tence, was via

the army draft expe ri ence. Know ing it lay ahead of me anyway, I

“volun teered for the draft” as a means of escape, which none

could fault nor inter vene.

Many expe ri ences came my way during those next two years,

good ones, bad ones, neces sary ones, and ridic u lous ones! I

obtained and lost my first boy-girl rela tion ship during those

years. More ques tions arose than I could find answers for in my

mind and soul. While in the army, I grew to want my reli gious

group’s approval (which I had been fully indoc tri nated to believe

as synon y mous with GOD’s approval) more than anything else.

I t  is  widely known amongst  the group that  such total  and

complete approval is restricted to dedi cated “work ers.” It is

consid ered “THE Work,” not just, “one” of many. I offered for that 

work.  Some time later in the middle of my 23rd year of life, I was

accepted, and went into that work, expect ing true will ing ness for

service (sacri fice?) would bring an end (if not answers) to all my

inter nal ques tions, while help ing others find “truth.”

During my years in that work, I both wanted (and sought) to “fit

in” in every way possi ble. Each year I became more and more

aware of incon sis ten cies, and previ ously unknown facts and

found even more ques tions arose in my mind than answers to

previ ous ques tions, all which required exten sive ratio nal iza tion,

i.e., condem na tion of Church build ings in the light of conven -

tions, ridi cul ing/accus ing others, where we ourselves might be

guilty of the same, misuse of scrip ture, feign ing unity, etc., etc.!
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Find ing myself with even more ques tions and doubts than ever, I

felt perhaps it was because I remained unwill ing to leave even

home land, friends and kindred for the LORD’s sake and thus was

not completely “submis sive” to the will of GOD.

One state ment used frequently was that some one was “too smart

for their own good!” because they raised ques tions that caused

discom fort or uneas i ness in “older ” compan ions which they

could not or would not answer. There fore, I chose to chan nel my

own intel lect into language study, and sought answers to my

ques tions by prayer, medi ta tion and the learn ing of the scrip -

tures. In complete submis sion, I offered to work in other lands,

amongst other customs and people.

It became my part, when not work ing on some project for conven -

tions, to speak publicly of reli gious things to people in 11 states,

and 4 coun tries outside of the United States. Grad u ally I became

very aware GOD has people outside the group I had long assumed 

to contain the only ones saved. That aware ness had begun in the

army and grew the most by contact with reli gious people during

my last years in that work.

Even tu ally I knew that I could not uphold myself as an exam ple

as I felt certain “older” work ers did of them selves and expected

me to do of myself. I felt I was awaited to follow after their exam -

ples, which I began to see was not safe to do. After phys i cal injury

while in the work abroad, and many disap point ments; burdened

by quan ti ties of yet addi tional ques tions—always more ques tions 

than answers—I left the work after 6 years with far more sorrow

in my heart and soul than I had upon enter ing it, for none of the

nagging ques tions about the valid ity of “the work” (for me) had

been answered posi tively.

In leav ing the work, I had over see ing work ers, in both my home -

land and newly appointed coun try, beg me to recon sider and

either stay or later ask me to return to the work. I knew I was

unable phys i cally, emotion ally, and every other way to do so. I

chose a year later to marry and settle down. Even then, prior to

my marriage I had an over seer write, plead ing with me not to
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marry but to go ahead and complete an educa tion, where upon I

would see that return ing to the work was the only answer for my

life!

It was impos si ble to follow such contra dic tory advice to that

which I had received from others 10 years earlier. I married, and I

imme di ately became aware of discred it ing reports spread about

me by certain work ers, two of whom had previ ously first begged

me to continue in it,  and then only a short while before my

marriage asked me to recon sider and return to that work.

I contin ued to have and ask ques tions, often which had no

answers nor responses. (Since excom mu ni ca tion, ques tions go

more unan swered!) Once I was told by an over seer to just accept

that “work ers” were given unex plain able under stand ing denied

“saints” because they had better vision than “saints.”

While in the work, I had expe ri enced that such was just not true,

but I tried to accept and believe it anyway, think ing that it must

have been because I was some how wrong in my soul. From meet -

ings, to home-life, to conven tions, I let my light shine to the best

of my abil ity, very conscious of it being limited by my own

human ity. I contin ued to believe GOD to be one, yet consist ing of

three, The Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit as I under stood

Mabel Gibson to have taught when I was a child, both of the latter

submit ting to the Father. I contin ued to believe the Son, though

one,  consisted of  two,  100% human, 100% Divine (GOD) .  I

thought I believed as most other work ers in these matters, and I

have been very surprised since that others have been excom mu ni -

cated for hold ing such a belief as this.

Thus even as a child I knew GOD to be one, but plural. Fire, Wind,

Water, all exam ples of GOD. One but plural. A phys i cal exam ple

to me of my Spir i tual GOD is an egg: yoke, white, and shell, each

differ ent, each with a place to fill, but all egg. My GOD is Father,

Son and Holy Spirit, All GOD, but each with an orderly place to

fill in accor dance with and subject to the FATHER’s will.
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I knew my gift of eter nal life to be by GOD’s grace, through the

substi tute sacri fice of Jesus Christ. I knew Jesus’ righ teous life

was imputed to me when I accepted His sacri fice made for me. I

knew my own works are what earn me eter nal “reward” which is

differ ent from GOD’s gift to me of eter nal life, that is totally

unearned, and unde served by me.

To help people under stand my faith and under stand ing regard -

ing the gift of eter nal life, I use an exam ple. Picture a great

magnet with a power ful draw pass ing over a pile of rusty metal

shav ings with minds and feet of their own! All are free to make a

deci sion to run away to escape. Some think, “If I am drawn to this

greater power, I will lose my indi vid u al ity, and be unable to do

my own thing,” and run away. Others think “But I like being as I

am, and don’t want to leave this envi ron ment,” and run away. Yet

others, feel ing the draw of this power ful magnet think, “I am so

rusty, I must get polished up some how first, then I can be accept -

able,” and run away. All shav ings left, misshapen, rusty, are taken 

exactly as they are, drawn to the magnet, to be under the control

of the magnet there af ter.

The Father (the Will of GOD) draws all. The devil tries to inter fere

using first our flesh, or the world, and then the concept that we

need to do some thing in the matter! If we aren’t deceived by

anything else, he makes us think we have at least a need to

“submit,” and thus have a part in our own salva tion. It is just not

so. GOD saves all by His grace, His substi tute sacri fice of part of

Himself as also our kins man redeemer, and imputed righ teous -

ness for all, who, though tempted to run away, recon sid ered and

did not make such unwise deci sions.

We (my wife and I together!) attended every meet ing possi ble,

made every sacri fice possi ble to be in meet ings and support the

fellow ship. We sought to support that work in every way possi -

ble, think ing perhaps our own chil dren would one day make such 

a choice for their lives, with better results than I.

We invited as  many as  possi  b le  to  meet  ings ,  seeing some

converted to the group, suppos ing them to have final assur ance
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of salva tion. One day in early 1987, think ing myself in the very

center of the fellow ship, I was falsely accused. I merely denied

the false accu sa tion by saying it was not so. I ought to have

known better, but I naively thought all efforts made to live in a

way as to gain eter nal reward, could not be hid, that truth would

be revealed, and that anything more than “Yea” or “Nay” to the

accu sa tions was unnec es sary.

Instead false accu sa tions grew, were distorted, and soon spread

like wild fire. I offered to do (and did so as soon as possi ble!)

what ever false accus ers asked of me to make things right for them 

in their own eyes, both directly to them, and in front of certain

work ers as witnesses, and was told that with such intent I would

be called “a brother.” However, I was imme di ately excom mu ni -

cated, being called a drunk ard, extortioner, liar, idol a ter, and

every other label except forni ca tor (of which they said they were

glad to be able to say they did not believe me guilty!) I was told

that GOD and His people saw me as such things now, and that

until I repented publicly of those things, I was too wicked to be

allowed to attend any of the meet ings or be amongst GOD’s

people!

Accord ing to Jesus own teach ings I knew myself to be nearer

guilty of adul tery, or forni ca tion than any of those other things. I

was hurt and shocked! I could not believe that such false judg -

ment and accu sa tions would be allowed to stand. I encour aged

my wife and chil dren to submit to all things and attend meet ings.

Grad u ally the insin u a tions, and soon outright state ments, made

to drive wedges between my own wife and chil dren and myself

became so obvi ous to even them that they could no longer claim

such a group as their own. I have been repeat edly accused of

poison ing them.

In the years since, lies about me and what happened have been

made and spread by people (both within that work and with out)

and appear gener ally accepted as true by many. Grad u ally time

has exposed some of them, one by one, as corrupt, and sadly,

more will follow.
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At first ,  in despair,  I  fasted for a week! I  prayed and wept

frequently for months. New ques tions arose! How could such

things happen, and what would happen to even my own chil -

dren? I tried writ ing letters, commu ni cat ing, to make things

right. Grad u ally and from a great depres sion, I became aware,

“some times it is impos si ble to fix what you have n’t broken!”

Mean while, during this time, some one mailed me a copy of The

Secret Sect, which at first I did not even desire to read. As time

passed, I read every word, very thor oughly and care fully! I was

shocked, but because of first hand knowl edge, previ ous ques -

tions, and expe ri ences, I imme di ately knew “the vast major ity if

not all of what was writ ten there is true!”

Still I ratio nal ized to excuse “The Truth!” More lies were spread

world wide about me and mine. I sought and found more infor ma -

tion and unde ni able docu ments. From the accu mu lated copies of

arti cles from the Impar tial Reporter, news pa per accounts from the

first of the century to govern ment docu ments, to other books (The

life and Minis try of Edward Cooney, Has the Truth Set You Free? The

Church With out a Name.). Others who knew of my expe ri ence and

who had simi lar expe ri ences began to contact me. I was shocked

at first, then I began to under stand, and before I was 50 years old,

all the years of unan swered ques tions were answered!

If you, dear reader, have unan swered ques tions that you might

wish to ask me, if I know their answers, or even where to find

them, I will respond with no beat ing about the bush! I love all

those who “we” (for now my wife and chil dren are also free!) left

behind (in what I now believe to be largely a cult of exclu sive,

pseudo-chris tian ity) more than ever. We now know how bound

many really are by legal ism, private (human) inter pre ta tions of

scrip ture, and tradi tions of men and feel only love and pity for

every one connected with it!

We have finally been set free from bond age and all the hurt and

heart ache. For some, igno rance will remain bliss—contin u ing to

consider certain tradi tions of men as true stan dards of GOD’s

righ teous ness, convinced their ’s is the only true way—while
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never having assur ance of salva tion or their own Chris tian ity in

their hearts and minds. Such people are only to be thought of with 

compas sion. Even with their many ques tions, they want to find a

content ment and a degree of peace in remain ing igno rant.

However, from my own expe ri ence of once being in an almost

iden ti cal condi tion, I firmly say it was not the “peace and content -

ment” from GOD and the “eager antic i pa tion” which now is

within me! For any as yet unaware of it, “eager antic i pa tion” is

the 1610 English mean ing of the word “hope,” not today’s current

concept of “wish ful desire!”

In clos ing, if any reader recog nizes one’s own reli gious condi tion

as:
w filled with ques tions and lack ing knowl edge or answers;
w both ered by incon sis ten cies, gos sip and/or decep tions;
w aware that their “hope” is only a “wish ful desire” and is not an 

“eager antic i pa tion!”;
w liv ing with a “peace” born of sub mit ting to a reli gious sys tem

and its min is try;
w think ing “safety” and “con tent ment” is in “fit ting in” and not

rock ing the boat nor ask ing ques tions;
w feel ing they must “obey” teach ings not clearly under stood to

be saved;

from expe ri ence I can say, “you have not yet found the ‘Truth that

sets you free!’” I feel compelled to also express to you, “don’t

settle for anything less no matter who tells you other wise!” Only

those nearby Jere miah heard what he said from the pit where

suppos edly “true believ ers” had cast him!

In His Love,

• Dennis Jacobsen

Castle Rock, Wash ing ton (United States)

June 8th, 1993.
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